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Nineteen test-trenches were mechanically excavated. The soil profiles in the trenches
were fairly uniform, and any changes recorded appear to have been the result of varying
topography as opposed to anthropogenic factors. The ground was generally drier, and
the bedrock closer to the surface, in areas where the ground was higher than the
surrounding area. The softer dark material and sand recognised in the trenches to the
west of the field were a result of the ground being low lying and close to the stream that
forms the western boundary of the field. A notable feature of all trenches was the lack of
finds from the topsoil, apart from some fragments of black earthenware, blue-patterned
delft and glass.

A number of features were recognised. A ditch, 2.45m wide, running north-west/south-
east was noted at the base of Trench 13, with a small fragment of brown glass in its fill.
An old field drain that was cut into the subsoil and disturbed by two relatively modern
field drains was revealed in Trench 16. A small fragment of brown earthenware was
noted in the upper part of the fill mixed between the large stones. Two flint nodules were
found in the fill at the base of the cut. A linear cropmark could be seen running
approximately east—west across the field, and a large ditch was recognised in Trench 17
where this cropmark crossed the trench. This feature may be associated with an old field
boundary marked on the OS maps or may represent the ditch for a large drainage pipe.
At the base of Trench 10 a small modern post-hole and a circular pit containing wood
fragments were revealed.

Nothing of archaeological significance was noted. The area south of Trenches 1 and 13
and west of Trench 12 can be said to have been resolved; however, the area north of
Trenches 1 and 13 and east of Trench 12 has not been resolved. This line should
represent the limit of the buffer zone surrounding the monument.

Martin Fitzpatrick, Arch. Consultancy Ltd, Ballydavid South, Athenry, Co.
Galway.

Dublin

2004:0612

KILSHANE

Neolithic segmented enclosure, Early Bronze Age activity

311000 242900

03E1359 ext.

This excavation was undertaken as part of the archaeological mitigation in advance of the
N2 Finglas-Ashbourne road scheme (Appendix II). A geophysical survey was carried out
by GSB Prospection in 2002, which recorded a number of possible archaeological
features in Testing Area 5 (GS 2 Area 25). Pre-development testing subsequently carried
out by David Bonner in October 2003 (03E1359) exposed a small number of
archaeological deposits, interpreted as a ditch and ditch-like feature containing burnt
stone, both undated. The licence was transferred to Dermot G. Moore in March 2004
and, from 15 March to 22 July 2004, excavation of Site 5 was carried out by a team of 43
archaeologists.

Site 5, which comprised three distinct areas, Sites 5a, 5b and 5c, was situated on a gently
undulating gravel ridge associated with tributaries of the Ward River and was located in a
large irregular-shaped field bordered by the Kilshane road to the south and the N2 to the
east. Open drains and hedgerows formed of mature hedge plants and trees bounded the
area of the site to the north and west. A commercial glasshouse was located on the
north-western side of the enclosure. Site 5a was situated atop this ridge at 80.53-81.3m
OD, while Site 5b was situated north of Site 5a at 80.3m OD. Site 5c, situated north-west
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of Site 5a, lies at 81.04m OD.

Initially, two areas were topsoil-stripped in February 2004 (consisting of a total of
199m2) around the area of a possible ditch/gully feature (later designated Site 5a) and a
linear feature (designated Site 5b) identified during the testing phase in October 2003.
The topsoil-stripping was carried out using a tracked mechanical digger equipped with a
2m-wide toothless ditching bucket. Upon commencing investigation of these features, it
became obvious that the area of Site 5a was considerably greater in extent. A further
programme of topsoil-stripping was therefore initiated, which expanded the Site 5a
stripped area to 1335m2. This included the excavation of two geological test-trenches to
determine the nature of the natural boulder clay and gravel deposits into which most of
the archaeological deposits were cut. While the excavation was ongoing, the commercial
glasshouse was demolished and the underlying topsoil stripped, adding a further 3500m2
to the opened area. A number of extensions to Site 5a were also added, as well as
expansion of the area opened at Site 5b and a series of test-trenches to the west of Site
5a.

The main enclosure ditch on Site 5a was excavated in a series of fourteen box sections,
ranging in length from 2.4m to 11.25m, to determine the structure and sequence of the
ditch deposits and method of construction. Longitudinal sections were also cut through a
number of the baulks to determine the sequence of deposition of individual deposits
within identified ditch segments and to define an entranceway. The smaller causewayed
ditch uncovered in Site 5¢ was also excavated by box section.

A detailed excavation strategy was put in place to retrieve as much information as
possible from the enclosure ditch and its fills, especially the animal bone layer, due to the
quality of preservation and the uniqueness of such a deposit from an Irish prehistoric
site. All archaeological features interior and exterior to the enclosure were excavated, in
addition to a number of geological features that were investigated to determine their
archaeological potential.

The natural deposits defined on the site consisted of three types. The first was glacial
gravel clay of unknown depth consisting of firm mixed grey/brown gritty gravel with
frequent small stone and pebble inclusions. Ice wedges were identified within this deposit
where exposed in the excavated ditch sections. Overlying this was a deposit of frequent
angular and sub-angular stones and cobbles (of limestone/greywacke) within compacted
mixed brown/grey silty clay with a depth of 0.2-0.35m, which occurred predominantly in
the interior of Site 5a and to the west-north-west of the excavated area. This deposit
appears to have become exposed due to a combination of natural erosion of the slight
ridge on which the enclosure is set and plough action over the years.

Opverlying this substantial deposit of stone was a mixed deposit of firm pale-grey/orange
coarse sand gravel. This deposit occurred predominantly at the northern and southern
limits of the excavated area and was cut by the enclosure ditch and a number of features,
especially in the northern portion of the site. This deposit appears to represent the 'B'
horizon material of the overlying topsoil. In addition to the main geological deposits, a
smaller series of deposits was identified during the period of excavation consisting of the
remains of decomposed siltstones and calcareous rocks, while others were simply
irregular depressions in the natural filled with yellow/yellow-brown sands and fine
gravels.

Site 5a
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The earliest activity is defined by the construction and infilling of a large ditched
enclosure dating to mid-Neolithic times. The enclosure was almost egg-shaped, coming
to a notable point (the 'apex’) in the north. Once the limits were defined prior to
excavation, it was noted that the shape of the ditch was very irregular and the reason for
this became apparent during the excavation. The ditch had been excavated in a series of
interconnecting regular and irregular segments.

The overall plan of the ditch shows that its long axis was aligned north-west/south-east

and that it had maximum external dimensions of 45m northwest/south-east by 34m. The |
width of the ditch varied around its circumference (1.9-3.8m) and enclosed an area 38.5m ‘
north-west/south-east by 27.5m, totalling c. 850m2. The western side of the ditch bowed

inwards, off line with the rest of the ditch, which followed a gentle curve north to south. !
However, there were sharp turns noted, particularly at three locations: the apex, the

south-east and the south-west. This is quite probably due to the method of construction

of the ditch.

The average length of a segment was 8.9m, the shortest being 6m and the longest c. 13m.
The segments were interconnecting and were probably dug by different work groups.
The alteration in direction of the line of the ditch at the apex and in other segments may
be due to inaccurate ditch digging between the different work groups. This would also
add to the suggestion that the segments were dug at different times.

During the excavation, the segments were primarily defined by changes in direction of
the ditch and slight changes in height where the segments connected. The profile of the
ditch, especially the individual ditch segments, varied from gentle U-shaped to V-shaped
(generally, wide U-shaped profile in the centre of the segments and V-shaped at the
ends).

In plan, some of the segments appeared to have considerable breaks between them but in
most this can be seen as the remains/evidence of the segment terminals, which were
sloping rather than vertical-sided terminals. Tentative evidence for the method of ditch
excavation is shown by the presence of portions of antler tines in some of the ditch fills,
although as yet only one was recognised from primary fill deposits.

Soon after the ditch was cut, it began to silt up (sometimes irregularly) around its
circumference. Probably at this stage a segmented ditch with at least four defined
causeways was constructed in the area designated as Site 5c to the north-west.

Once the initial natural slumping and silting in the base of the ditch began, a large
volume of animal bone was deposited around the full circumference of the ditch. The
bone assemblage, consisting of 60-70 individual cattle, is the largest Neolithic bone
assemblage from an excavated context (Finbar McCormick, pers comm.). The cattle
bone was placed in both a disarticulated and articulated state with apparent selection of
certain bones, such as vertebra or long bones, to be deposited together.

In some areas of the ditch the bone appeared to have been deposited from the exterior,
while in others it was deposited from the interior. None of the animal bone recovered
appeared to have any distinct butchery marks (this has yet to be confirmed) and the
deposition of the bone varied from each area of the ditch, indicating a number of
possible phases of deposition, with some distinctions noted within individual segments.
Fully articulated cattle skeletons were noted, primarily in the easternportion of the ditch,
where at least three were found in close proximity. Amongst the bone were large stones
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and boulders, which may have eroded from the sides, possibly due to water action.

As the bone was being deposited, the silting continued and at the same time there was a
series of slumps into the ditch, probably from the upcast material interior and exterior to
the ditch. A further series of infillings took place, culminating in the placement of pottery
within the ditch. This consisted of a large mid-Neolithic broad-rimmed, round bottomed
vessel, which appears to have been deliberately placed on top of this sealing deposit in
the south-eastern portion of the ditch. Other fragmentary pieces of ceramic material were
recovered from just above the bone layer in the northwestern section of the enclosure
ditch and these also may prove, using thin section analysis, to be Neolithic. The
enclosure then appears to have been abandoned for a considerable period of time.

The next major activity occurs in the Early to Middle Bronze Age, with the deposition
within the ditch of a relatively uniform deposit of orange sandy clay. This appears to have
been deliberately placed into the ditch around its full circumference, possibly to seal the
earlier (Neolithic) activity. The deposition of the orange clay appears to have been
immediately preceded by deposition of charcoal/wood lenses, especially in the western
portion of the enclosure.

The deposition of the orange sandy clay within the ditch is another intriguing aspect of
the site, with a number of questions relating to the origin of this material and why such a
considerable deposit was placed in the ditch. Artefactual material and animal-bone
fragments were also recovered from this orange clay deposit. Two suggestions are that
the orange clay material was derived from the basal topsoil material or that it was derived
from either the interior or exterior of the site, possibly from the creation of a bank.
However, there was no evidence of an external or internal bank encountered during the
excavation, but this may have been ploughed out.

The next defined phase of activity on Site 5a occurs during the Early Bronze Age. This
activity consists primarily of a series of deposits and features associated with the later
stages of the main enclosure ditch and a series of cut features, some of which, based on
ceramic associations, may date to the Earlier Bronze Age.

Set on to and in many cases cut into the orange clay deposit sealing the fills of the
enclosure ditch was a series of deposits, shallow scoops and pits. Most of these were
located along the eastern portion of the ditch. Many of the scoops and pits intercut each
other and almost all were filled with the same generally homogeneous fill, which seems to
represent 2 midden deposit. The size and depth of these pits and scoops varied
considerably, but none appear to have exceeded 0.2m in depth. Within these scoops were
ash/cinder deposits and burnt and unburnt bone (some of which appears to be human).
The animal-bone remains appear, on preliminary identification, to be pig and possibly
ovicaprid. Some of the bone had been worked into pins or awls. Also within this deposit
was a large range of lithic material in the form of flint manufacturing debris and finished
tools. The predominant components of the flint manufacturing debris consisted of small
pebble cores and fine micro-debitage. The secondary worked material consisted
predominantly of small, high-quality thumbnail scrapers, a fine hollow-based flint
arrowhead and a reworked small barb and tanged arrowhead. A well-made flint piercer
and a large hollow scraper (of non-pebble flint) were also recovered. The hollow scraper
represents a non-Early Bronze Age tool type and may be directly associated with the
initial construction of the enclosure. Chert, quartz and other coarse stone material were
also well represented.
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However, it is the ceramic remains which dominate the artefactual assemblage. These
consist of a substantial quantity of high-quality Early Bronze Age ceramic styles in the
form of funerary and high status/ceremonial wares such as food vessels, cordoned urns,
cinerary urns, Irish bowl food vessels and a small range of as yet unidentified ceramics.
In many cases several ceramic styles were deposited together, with at least six different
types (based on decoration and form) being recovered from one single square metre. On
some occasions, burnt or partially burnt stone was also found within the deposit.

Generally overlying the artefact-rich deposit was a relatively compact metalled surface,
which had its greatest extent in the extreme eastern area of the ditch. The function of this
metalled deposit may have been to formally seal the midden deposit. Overlying the
metalled deposit was a less artefact-rich horizon, which appears to have been partially
disturbed. The extent of this deposit is greater than the underlying deposit and variants
were found in the northern, southern and western portions of the enclosure ditch. A
small number of inter-connecting pits containing material similar to the artefact-rich
horizon were also uncovered in the northern area of the enclosure ditch (near the apex).

Associated with this Early Bronze Age activity in the ditch were a number of features
located within and without the enclosure. In the northern area of the site, three rather
mysterious features were also uncovered. These appear to be cremation pits, which
contained unusual sloping red-orange burnt soil deposits upon which were set thin
deposits of finely 'pounded' or crushed burnt bone. As two of these pits are directly
associated with burials of single bones, their true function still awaits clarification. They
do, however, seem to be connected with the artefact-rich horizon in the upper portion of
the enclosure ditch.

During the course of the excavation of the interior of the main enclosure, a number of
features were uncovered which gave the impression of having been cleaned out
(sterilised) in antiquity. Several appear to have been pits for probable unprotected
cremations, with much of the cremation deposits (and the putative pots into which they
were placed) having been 'cleaned out' of the pits as the material was deposited into the
ditch.

The only intact burial was that of a single crouched inhumation, located south of the
centre point of the enclosure. The burial was orientated east-west in a shallow oval pit
with no evident grave goods. It was in an extremely degraded condition due to the nature
of preservation. The grave might have been tampered with, which may account for the
lack of grave goods.

A further series of rather irregular features was also encountered within the interior of
the enclosure and these consisted of irregularly shaped pits, which contained small
amounts of charcoal and occasionally burnt bone and pottery. The pottery recovered
appeared to date to the Early Bronze Age. Only one feature, a hearth, represents activity
later in the Bronze Age.

Some medieval activity also occurred on Site 5a, which took the form of a large pit group
with deposits of stone and medieval pottery, and another single large pit associated with a
north-south-running field boundary. A second parallel field boundary was noted on the
south-eastern part of the site. The last phase of activity consisted of a large east-west
post-medieval culvert drain and a number of north-southrunning culvert drains, which
were all part of agricultural improvements to the land, which had since been used for
pasture and crops.
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Site 5b

The archaeological activity located within the confines of this area consisted of a south-
northoriented linear feature ¢. 9.5m in length. It varied in width from 0.44m to 0.96m
and up to 1.05m where it became very shallow at its northern end. It had a variable depth
of 0.1-0.2m and contained only two distinct fills. The basal fill consisted of partially burnt
sandy clay with some charcoal flecking, while the upper fill consisted of grey/black sandy
clay with much charcoal flecking and occasional burnt stone. Small quantities of burnt
bone (and snail shell) were also recovered from the upper fill. Each of the deposits was
sampled and when these are analysed a fuller determination can be made as to the
function of this feature. For the moment, the linear feature in Site 5b is interpreted as a
burnt-out field boundary, with the burnt bone possibly representing small rodents or
birds trapped within the hedgerow. However, the fills of the feature also may suggest
burnt-mound activity.

Site 5¢

The area designated as Site 5c (located in the area of the now demolished commercial
greenhouse) produced better and more definitive evidence of a causewayed ditch. This
feature ran approximately north-south and had an excavated extent of ¢. 70m. The ditch
itself had a variable depth of 0.13-0.48m, with the smaller depths occurring at the
terminals of segments and the greater depths at the centre of segments. Width also varied
between 0.99m and 1.77m and this corresponds to the centre and terminals of segments.
At the northern and southern ends of this ditched feature, the width narrowed
considerably, to 0.5m.

At present, at least four narrow causeways have been identified. The ditch itself was filled
by a series of deposits, some of which contained charcoal, animal bone (predominantly
cattle) and mollusc (snail) remains. Although, a number of lithic finds were recovered
from the various deposits, the only artefact of note was a complete leaf-shaped
arrowhead from the uppermost fill of one ditch segment. The recovery of this projectile
point from such a location would tend to indicate that the causewayed ditch is Neolithic
in construction.

The form of the ditch also varied, especially in the southern area of Site 5c, where the
ditch not only narrowed but also divided into two. Although severely truncated by the
insertion of the concrete reservoir associated with the commercial glasshouse, the ditch
then appeared to deepen and widen before it was lost under modern activity. In this
location, two distinct fills were evident, one of which produced a small irregular pebble
core and a quantity of mollusc shell.

Also on Site 5¢, the only other probable prehistoric feature was a small hearth pit
containing burnt and unburnt animal bone. It is also significant to note that the upper
homogeneous fill of the large west-east-running double culvert produced two retouched
pieces of flint and one small thumbnail scraper. It would appear likely that the deposit
within which these three secondary worked pieces were found was derived from
somewhere close by, possibly from the two large pit features on the northern edge of Site
5a.

In summary, the main enclosure ditch seems to fall into the causewayed enclosure

tradition or at the very least a variation of it, if not by the presence of causeways across
the line of the ditch (which may have been removed) then by the segmented nature of
the ditch construction; also the apparent deposition in individual segments of grouped
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cattle-bone deposits, of which there is an exceptionally large quantity, and the presence
on top of the sealing deposits of a mid-late decorated Neolithic vessel of broad-rimmed
type. In addition, the presence of the outer segmented ditch to the north-west (Site 5c)
would lend further weight to the causewayed enclosure hypothesis.

Dermot G. Moore, for Cultural Resource Development Services Ltd, Unit 4,
Dundrum Business Park, Dundrum, Dublin 14.

Dublin

2004:0631

NEWTOWN

Burnt spread

31155 24233

03E1450 ext.

The site (Site 1) was excavated as part of the archaeological mitigation in advance of the
N2 Finglas-Ashbourne road scheme (Appendix II) between 6 and 20 April 2004. It was
located within the townland of Newtown, Co. Dublin. The site was formerly within an
open golf course and is located c. 0.5km north of the M50 Finglas-Ashbourne
interchange adjacent to the east of the existing N2. Due to the location of the site within
a former golf course, the terrain has been heavily landscaped. The entire site was
contained within the footprint of the road-take, with all exposed features of
archaeological significance fully excavated.

The removed topsoil consisted of dark loamy soil and varied in depth between 0.2m and
1.4m, with anaverage depth of c. 0.4m. The natural subsoil consisted of a layer of
yellowish-brown silty clay.

Excavation was carried out in two separate areas separated by a distance of c¢. 15m. Area
1 measured c. 20m by 13m and contained the remains of a spread of burnt-mound
material, measuring 3.5m by c¢. 10m with an average depth of 0.15m, which was located
adjacent to the south of a natural waterlogged peat basin. This basin measured c. 15m
east-west and extended beyond the limit of excavation to the north. Two pits and a
subcircular trough containing heat-shattered stones and charcoal-rich deposits were
excavated in the vicinity of the burnt spread. No archaeological finds were encountered
during the excavation. Within the peat basin a large number of preserved timbers were
encountered. While most of the wood consisted of natural brushwood and branch
material, two large split roundwood logs were positioned roughly parallel to each other.
Although no evidence of woodworking was apparent, it cannot be ruled out that they
may have been deliberately deposited within the basin to serve as an artificial subdivision,
possibly contemporary with the burnt spread.

Area 2, c. 15m to the north of Area 1, covered an area measuring in total 24m2. The only
archaeological feature encountered here was a small and shallow isolated deposit of
burnt-mound material. No finds were recovered. The proximity and nature of this

deposit could indicate that it was contemporary with the burnt-mound material in Area 1.

Holger Schweitzer, for CRDS Ltd, Unit 4, Dundrum Business Park, Dublin 14.

Dublin

2005:409
COLDWINTERS/NEWTOWN
Prehistoric/medieval

31250 24150

05E0236
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A levelled site (SMR 14:6) and two further sites (14:16 and 14:53) which were recorded
from aerial photography were tested in Coldwinters as part of a planning application for
Logistic warchousing units. The site had been used as a golf course in the recent past.
Site 14:6 was located and found to exhibit significant subsurface archaeological features.
Whilst the monument displays characteristics of an early medieval multivallate ringfort, a
feature within the monument complex has yielded a sherd of pottery of probable
prehistoric date. Site 14:16 was not located, and testing did not reveal anything of
archaeological significance. It is likely, therefore, that landscaping undertaken during
construction of the golf course has removed any traces of the monument. Site 14:53 was
not located during the testing. The many features such as bunkers and tees in the vicinity
of the monument site, and the landscaping required to create the golf course, may have
served to remove all traces of the monument.

Ellen O’Carroll, The Archaeology Company, 17 Castle Street, Dalkey, Co. Dublin.

Dublin

2008:384

Dublin Airport Logistics Park, Coldwinters

Testing

312074 241782

05E0236

Testing was undertaken in the area of a proposed development at Dublin Airport
Logistics Park, Coldwinters, Co. Dublin. The area was formerly used as a golf-course (St
Margaret’s). The overall area of development comprises a total of some 62.6ha on lands
divided between the townlands of Coldwinters and Newtown. It is bounded to the north
and south by field boundaries, to the east by the R122 and to the west by the N2 dual
carriageway. A private road linking the N2 and the R122 runs through the centre of the
development site. The development consists of warechouse facilities and ancillary
groundworks. Some areas of the development site have already undergone different
phases of archaeological investigations, including two episodes of large-scale intensive
testing which took place in an area to the north of the present site in 2005 by Ellen
O’Carroll (Excavations 2005, No. 409) and in 2007 by Michael Tierney and M. Rooney.

Testing was undertaken between 9 and 19 June 2008. A total of 32 trenches with a total
length of 3,423m were opened, 10m apart, across the site. The work was completed using
a mechanical excavator fitted with a 2.4m grading bucket to excavate topsoil to the level
of potential archaeological horizons. The area was under high thick grass and all the
features associated with the golf-course were levelled out prior to the development. The
topsoil largely consisted of a brownish-yellow sandy clay, 0.2-0.4m in depth, overlying a
layer of dark-greyish-brown sandy clay, 0.2-0.4m in depth, with moderate to frequent
stones. The subsoil was a mid-greyish-brown sandy clay with moderate inclusions of
stones. Besides a number of land drains associated with the golf-course and a few
modern field boundaries, there was no evidence of any deposits or features of
archaeological significance uncovered during the testing of the site.

James Lyttleton, The Archaeology Company, Hamilton House, Emmet Square,
Birr, Co. Offaly

Dublin

2008:474

Lissenhall-Jordanstown, Trunk Water Mains Project
Monitoring

319226 249176 to 318873 257417

DU008-062, DU012-002, DU008-023
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08E0178

Monitoring was undertaken along the route of the proposed Lissenhall-Jordanstown
trunk water mains project from April 2008. This is currently ongoing as works are at
present (January 2008) c. 45% complete. The works comprise of 9.2km of new trunk
water main from the Lissenhall interchange of the M1 Motorway, along the R132 to the
Jordanstown reservoir. This passes through the townlands of Lissenhall Little,
Belinstown, Staffordstown Turvey, Coldwinters, Thomondtown, Corduff Common,
Corduff, Staffordstown, Dunganstown, Newtowncor-duff, Ballough, Regeens,
Oberstown and Jordans-town. Nothing of archaeological significance has been revealed
to date.

James Kyle, Irish Archaeological Consultancy Ltd, 120b Greenpark Road, Bray,
Co. Wicklow.

Dublin

2008:481

Newtown

Monitoring

311443 242076

08E0043

Monitoring of groundworks at the site of the proposed Kilshane Recycling Park in
Newtown townland, Kilshane, Co. Dublin, were carried out in January and February
2008. The proposed development was a greentield site prior to groundworks and is
located in a field immediately to the south of the site of a motte and bailey, DU014-013.
Nothing of archaeological significance was uncovered in the areas where topsoil-
stripping took place during this phase of the development.

Nicola Rohan, ADS Ltd, 110 Amiens Street, Dublin 1.

Meath

2003:1373

Coldwinters

No archaeological significance

02E1353 ext.

Monitoring was carried out by Laurence McGowan on behalf of Neil O'Flanagan in
September and October 2003 on the excavation of five engineering test-pits in
Coldwinters golf course. This was part of additional geotechnical site investigations along
the proposed route of the N2 Finglas-Ashbourne realignment. The proposed road
scheme is approximately 17km long, commencing at the M50 interchange in Dublin and
extending to the townland of Rath, north of Ashbourne, Co. Meath.

Two sites are located within the golf course, the site of a ring-ditch (SMR 14:15) and a
possible ringfort (SMR 14:16) outside but adjacent to the route. Previous monitoring of
geotechnical site investigation in this area was carried out by Hilary Opie between August
and October 2002 (Excavations 2002, No. 1522, 02E1353). No features of archacological
significance were uncovered during this testing. A geophysical survey of this route,
carried out in 2002 by GSB Prospection Ltd, did not produce any anomalies of
archaeological significance in this area.

No finds or features of an archaeological nature were found in any of the test-pits during
the additional geotechnical site investigations.

Neil O'Flanagan, 3 Manor Street, Stoneybatter, Dublin 7, for Judith Carroll,
Network Archaeology Ltd.
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Dublin

Huntstown 18E0561

Archaeological monitoring was carried out in advance of the construction of a
wastewater treatment plant associated with the development of a Bioenergy Plant
(FW13A/0089) at Huntstown, Finglas. The site had been previously entirely stripped of
topsoil as part of a program of works associated with the construction of an existing
power plant just north of this location. Construction of the power plant was completed
in 2007. The area of the wastewater treatment plant and associated tank farm was
covered in 200-400mm of compacted Clause 804-type material, which had been placed
on top of a geotextile membrane. The hardcore in turn had been tarred over. The
removal of the Clause 804-type material and the geotextile by mechanical excavator was
monitored. No topsoil was present beneath the geotextile layer, which had been placed
directly on top of the mid to dark yellowy-brown silty clay glacial till subsoil. From
examining the surrounding landscape, an estimated 0.3-0.45m of topsoil and perhaps 0.1-
0.2m of the subsoil had also been removed. This would have truncated any shallow
archaeological deposits which may have been present on site but no deeper
archaeological features were noted during the current phase of works, suggesting that
there were no archaeological features present previously on site.

Niall Garahy, Archaeology and Built Heritage
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